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Follow Me

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t

you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. "Watch

and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing,
but the flesh is weak.”

Matthew 26: 40 & 41

The waiting game...I don’t think anyone likes to wait. Mary waited 9 months to see the per-
fect child within her. The wise men waited to see the star in the sky as it had been pre-
dicted, then travelled two years to see the king. We all are waiting for Christ to come
again.

It's one thing to know the thing we are waiting for is worth it, but what to do WHILE we’re
waiting? Excitement and anticipation carry us only so far. We get tired, and like the disci-
ples, can get caught sleeping on the job. We get bored and long for distraction through
entertainment, gossip, addiction, etc... We crave some reminder that what we are waiting
for is real—that God is real. That He is trustworthy and faithful.

“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come
back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he
comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What | say to you, | say to everyone:
‘Watch!” (Mark 13:35-37).

Thankfully we are all part of a community that is keeping watch. St. Matthew’s is about the
business of waiting and watching. There are Bible studies to fit any schedule, including a
new study starting on January 5 that is focusing on the “what” we can be doing while we
wait.

Find a prayer partner to keep watch with you. It’s so easy to let boredom and laziness
seep in when you go it alone. The buddy system is not just for swimming.

With the start of a new year, let us commit to keeping watch together and being about the
business of waiting with joy and anticipation.

With joy,
Jill, DCE



Monthly Mentions

The Gamers—uwill meet January 9 at 12:30—1:15. Please RSVP to Andrew Thompson at 741-7162.

Nursery Help is still needed. We have some holes this month. If you are willing to pull an extra duty,
please call Jill Rich at 288-1911 to volunteer.

Don’t forget—the volunteer schedules are now on the website, stmatthewsrichmond.org. The password
is rockycat.

Our Adopted Compassion Child, Gerald has just graduated. Please continue to pray for him and his
family as he transitions into adulthood.

The 25 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes were successfully delivered to Peru on December
23rd. Please continue to pray for the children who received boxes. A special thanks to Faith Gitchell &
Lauren Witmer for packing boxes back in September.
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