DAY 39 GOOD FRIDAY

HEBREWS 13:1-16 THE GOOD FRIDAY INVITATION

! Keep on loving each other as brothers. %2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing
some people have entertained angels without knowing it. ® Remember those in prison as if you
were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.

Marr/age should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. ° Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will | leave you, never will | forsake
you.” % So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can man do
to me?”

" Remember your leaders, Who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way
of life and imitate their faith. ® Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

° Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be
strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them.
We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.

" The high priest carries the blood of an/mals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the
bodies are burned outside the camp. And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make
the people holy through his own blood. " Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the
disgrace he bore. * For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that
/s to come.

Through Jesus, therefore let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips
that confess his name. '° And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.

Hospitality is good, for while we were yet sinners Jesus died for us so that we who
believe in him might be welcomed by the Father. Although we do not often think of the
cross in terms of hospitality, it really fits the definition.

hos pi table adj 1 a : given to generous and cordial reception of guests b :
promising or suggesting generous and cordial welcome ¢ : offering a pleasant
and sustaining environment 2 : readily receptive : OPEN

hos pital i ty n : hospitable treatment, reception, or disposition

On the cross, Jesus offered us reception into the eternal pleasant and sustaining
environment of God’s presence. As his offer is universal, so too should be our
announcement and demonstration of that offer. There is no one in all creation that is not
worthy of being told of the saving grace of God, if there is no one that Jesus counted
unworthy of his dying on the cross.

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the
knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. (BCP, p. 101)



