GENESIS 50:22-26  A FINAL WORD ON FAITH

22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years :23 and saw the third generation of Ephraim’s children. Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees. 

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 25 And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.” 

26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt. 

As the author of the Letter to the Hebrews famously wrote: 1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see…22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones (Hebrews 11:1&22). 
It is one thing to turn to God in faith when you are left at the bottom of a well or in prison, but quite another still when you seem to be enjoying God’s provision in Egypt. To get the full impact of Joseph’s faith we need to remember that a new pharaoh has yet to arise and enslave the Hebrews. Rather they are enjoying prosperity in Goshen, having escaped starvation in Canaan. It is under these conditions that Joseph makes his family promise to bury him in Canaan. His reason? “…God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”
Faith is not a crutch upon which we rely when the going gets tough or a Band-Aid for our injured expectations. Faith is a way of life. Indeed, the strongest demonstrations of faith are those that we express when the seas of life are calm and the beaches sunny. True faith trusts God in all things and at all times. God is our only sure hope. We should be so certain of what God has promised that we will not be willing to rest in this life until those promises are fulfilled.
Lord Jesus, give me the faith of Joseph so that the desires of my heart are the promises of your steadfast love. Amen.
