GENESIS 25:19-21       BARRENNESS

19 This is the account of Abraham’s son Isaac. 

Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 
Life is full of experiences that from our perspective appear to be negative, if not downright curses. Before we throw in the towel and despair of our condition, perhaps we need to make sure that our circumstances are not a vocation from God. 

Rabekah, like her mother-in-law before her, was barren. In a society that put a large premium on male heirs, this could be seen as nothing less than a curse. Yet the narrative of God’s action in the world seems to contain a disproportionately high number of barren women. We begin with Sarai and Rebekah, and then continue with Manoah’s wife, Hannah and Elizabeth, all of whom miraculously conceived a son who was mighty for the Lord (Isaac, Jacob, Samson, Samuel, John the Baptist). The barrenness of these women and the answer to the prayers made on their behalf served as a mighty witness to the sovereign power of God. 

When we are beset with circumstances that do not match our desires or expectations, and are not due to choices we have made and behaviors we have exhibited, we also should turn to God in faithful prayer. If we have the attitude that God will use our situation or circumstances to make himself known in our lives, then we will not be consumed with self-pity or be driven by desperation to force our will and make a wrong choice. By relying on God we can be assured that God will manifest himself in our lives whether he answers our prayer according to our immediate desire or in a manner we cannot yet see.

May I see all the disappointments in my life as opportunities for witness to your grace and power, O Lord. Lead me according to your ways and help me to find my joy and contentment only in my relationship with you. Amen.
